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The Ramble at 25 
Passion, Opportunity and Time evolve Rideau Woodland Ramble 
 
In the mid-1970s, horticulturist Rob Caron and architect David Dunn met and began their journey together. United 
by their love of plants and the outdoors, they sought a countryside retreat that would offer ample space to nurture 
their passion. After spending a year living east of Ottawa, they found their sanctuary in a 5-acre parcel of land near 
Burritt's Rapids in 1980. 
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For the next two decades, Dave's roles at Bell Northern Research and Nortel evolved, while Rob's career spanned 
various nurseries, garden centres, and St. Lawrence College. During this period, they dedicated their weekends to 
exploring Ontario and Quebec in search of unique garden centres and exciting plants. They also devoted themselves 
to creating woodland gardens around their home among the pines. 
 
The Ramble's gardens evolved in response to both challenges and opportunities. Experimenting with the acidic, 
shady conditions fostered a love for Japanese maples, magnolias, azaleas, and rhododendrons. The deep shade 
inspired a passion for hostas, ferns, astilbe, and other plants suited to moist, shady spots. 
 
In the late 1990s, Dave grew increasingly concerned about the impact of globalization and outsourcing on his career 
at Nortel. At the same time, Rob became weary of his administrative role at St. Lawrence College and longed to 
return to his horticultural roots. It was clear that they needed to explore new options. 
 
Then, the ice storm of 1998 struck. 
 

 
 
 

We were without power for 17 days in January—an experience in itself, but that's a story for another day! The 
destruction the storm caused in our woodland and around our house was overwhelming. We spent months clearing 
the rubble and ended up with at least two acres of open land where pristine woodland once stood. 
 
The big idea for the Ramble was sparked by two things: our long-term dream to share our gardening experiences 
with fellow gardeners and collectors, and the profound impact of the ice storm. It felt like the hand of God had come 
down, clearing a swath of land that had been a mature stand of Red Pine. From the ashes of the storm, the Ramble 
emerged like a phoenix, and the idea was truly born. 
 
Our vision was to expand the gardens and integrate a unique garden centre at its heart. This garden centre would 
showcase and sell the rare and unusual trees, plants, and evergreens we had discovered over our 20 years of 
gardening on-site. We aimed to create a garden experience, not a commercial one. This vision guided the layout of 
the Ramble and its integration with the gardens. 
 
Rideau Woodland Ramble was born and opened in 2000. It's a woodland garden in the Rideau Valley where you can 
wander and explore, hence our name—Rideau Woodland Ramble. 
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The Gardens  
 
The gardens at Rideau Woodland Ramble are the result of years of evolution, experimentation, and discovery. They 
are divided into several main zones, each nestled within a context of shade and woodland. 

 
The First Gardens: These gardens bask in the dappled light provided by a stand of red pine, situated on either side of 
the house. This acidic area is home to Japanese maples, rhododendrons, azaleas, and a variety of trees, shrubs, and 
perennials. Many are surprised by what thrives in this environment. 
 
The Second Area: This zone features a babbling pond, a collection of dwarf conifers, specimen hostas, and grasses, 
alongside a further range of trees, shrubs, and perennials. 
 
Lake Ramble: This third major area includes a pond teeming with wildlife. A large garden of conifers anchors this 
zone, complemented by an expansive grass demonstration bed. 
 
Totem Trail: This zone meanders into pure woodland, revealing some delightful surprises along the way. 
 
Northern Zone: Opened in 2005, this area boasts dramatic plantings along Chanticleer Lane. 
 
Hosta Specimens: While hosta specimens can be found throughout the Ramble, new gardens created in 2007 
showcase them south of the Hosta House and at the front of the property along Burritt's Rapids Road. 
 
Labyrinth and Pavilion Gallery: In 2012, we began creating a labyrinth and added a Pavilion Gallery. The gallery acts 
as a gateway to one of the gardens and features the garden and wildlife art of Dave Dunn. 
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Mac & Beryl Dunn Garden: In 2022, we opened a garden dedicated to Mac and Beryl Dunn’s love of nature, birds 
and colour. and dedicated the Cathedral Garden at the Ramble to Honoré Caron. 
 
All these gardens are interconnected with trails and walkways. The gardens are carefully planted to exhibit both 
structure and the "bones" that hold them together. Succession planning ensures interest from the first melt to the 
first snow, and even beyond. 
 
The gardens are home to many collections, the largest being the hosta collection, which boasts hundreds of mature 
specimens. They must be seen to be believed, ranging from the world's largest to the world's smallest hostas! 
 
We have always had a fantastic team of people here at the Ramble. Our team includes not only our dedicated staff 
but also interesting visitors like koi in the pond, muskrats, kittens, raccoons, a bear, foxes, many birds, a snapping 
turtle, and all the frogs and painted turtles—and more! 
 
As we step into 2025, we are thrilled to celebrate the 25th anniversary of The Ramble! This milestone year will be 
filled with various events, culminating in the launch of our new book, The Ramble at 25. We eagerly look forward to 
evolving, improving, and learning as we move forward. Thank you to everyone who has supported us over the past 
25 years, and for all the continued support into the future!  
 
 

The Garden Centre 
The garden centre is nestled at the heart of the Ramble, designed to be an experience akin to visiting the garden 
itself, rather than just a commercial area. It is anchored by one of Canada’s largest glass-enclosed gazebos, Ramble 
House, which serves as an information and seating area, as well as the sales area. All plant material is displayed to 
highlight colour, texture, contrasts, and impact, rather than by alphabetical order—making the Centre an experience 
and a learning tool. All gardens and trails connect to the Centre. 
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Incorporated in 2009, Rideau Woodland Ramble has been recognized as one of Canada’s Top Destination Nurseries, 
featured in a 2005 issue of Gardening Life Magazine. In an article titled "Nurseries Worth the Drive," Gardening Life 
listed Rideau Woodland Ramble as one of only two operations from eastern Ontario to make the cut. The 2015 
designation of Canadian Destination Garden Centre of the Year is our crowning achievement! We are extremely 
proud of this recognition. "It is a solid endorsement of our vision and mission to capture the imagination of collectors 
and gardeners in a woodland setting," said Rob Caron. Rob’s partner, Dave Dunn, added, "Our focus is on creating an 
experience for visitors continues with the creation of new gardens each year." In 2017, we received the designation 
of Canada 150 Garden Experience. Capping all of this off, in 2022, the Ramble was featured in the coffee table book 
Gardens Canada, published by the Canadian Garden Council as part of 2022—The Year of the Garden! 
 

 
 
 

Since its opening, Rideau Woodland Ramble has welcomed thousands of individuals and groups, developing a loyal 
following over the years. 
 
As we step into 2025, we are thrilled to celebrate the 25th anniversary of The Ramble! This milestone year will be 
filled with various events, culminating in the launch of our new book, The Ramble at 25. We eagerly look forward to 
evolving, improving, and learning as we move forward. Thank you to everyone who has supported us over the past 
25 years, and for all the continued support into the future! 
 
Come ramble with us! 
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Rideau Woodland Ramble Inc. 
 

www.rideauwoodlandramble.com 
info@rideauwoodlandramble.com 

david.dunn@hotmail.ca 
 

Rideau Woodland Ramble Inc. 
David Dunn and Robert Caron 

P O Box 348 
7210 Burritt’s Rapids Rd 

Merrickville, Ontario, K0G 1N0 
 

613-258-3797 
Open 7 days a week mid-April to late October 

9am-5pm 
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