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We invite you to  
be part of something special

Welcome to the  
United Counties of Leeds and Grenville

Just south of Ottawa, our Nation’s Capital, lies Leeds Grenville – matchlessly 
positioned between the picturesque, world-renowned 1000 Islands and 
Rideau Canal waterways. 

We treasure our 1000 Islands and St. Lawrence Seaway views and the 
extensive Rideau Canal waterway and lock system. This guide will tell you 
more about our signature experiences, our historic forts and mills, our  
culture and heritage. Leeds Grenville is a place where you will discover 
amazing outdoor experiences, from world-class, fresh water scuba diving  
to intriguing hiking. We’re home to two United Nations Educational,  
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) world designations  
– the Rideau Canal and the Frontenac Arch Biosphere.

Look inside to learn more about our 13 municipalities, what we’re famous 
for and why we’re happy to invite you to be part of something special.

www.leedsgrenville.com/visit
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We’ve got the sights, the sounds, and the fresh river breezes. The 1000 Islands Region,  
also named The Garden of the Great Spirit, is one of the most inspiring and unforgettable 
landscapes in the world with an archipelago of 1,864 islands within an 80 kilometre  
(50 mile) radius. 

It was voted the Best Boat Ride with its scenery and historic landmarks in a 2014 online 
readers’ poll by USA Today Travel. The magazine noted this region has been “made with  
nautical tourism in mind.” Being able to experience amazing shorelines and multi-million  
dollar castles and mansions adds further to our appeal. Reliving the Gilded Age is possible 
when cruising by Boldt Castle on Heart Island and Singer Castle on Dark Island.

Discover what we’re famous for!   

2
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The Islands are tops of ancient mountains 

ranging in size from 100 square kilometres  

(40 square miles) to tiny outcroppings.  

The minimum criteria of an island is to  

be above water level year round, have an 

area greater than .093 metres (1 square foot) 

and support at least one living tree.

This outdoor recreational haven is unique for its boat cruises and island  
camping that lies along the peaceful border between Leeds Grenville in  
southeastern Ontario, Canada, and Upper New York State, U.S.A. Fishing,  
water sports, island hopping and river tours are just some of the activities 
enjoyed here. The Thousand Islands National Park has over 20 islands  
with public docks and walking trails.

1000 Islands 

www.leedsgrenville.com/visit
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The Rideau Canal is a recreational nirvana created by one of the 19th Century’s 
greatest engineering feats. The National Historic Site and Canadian Heritage 
River was formed via a chain of scenic lakes, rivers and canals winding from 
Kingston on Lake Ontario to Ottawa, our Nation’s Capital. 

The Rideau offers 202 kilometres (125 miles) of beautiful shorelines and 
memorable natural and historic sights for visitors and residents alike. It  
was opened in 1832 after two river systems were linked using 47 locks.  
Today the boater’s paradise remains one of the oldest continuously  
operating canals in North America.

Recognized as a UNESCO World Heritage Destination, the Rideau is  
operated and preserved by Parks Canada. The canal’s wetlands are home 
to rare plant and animal species and a diverse fish population. There are 
four distinct natural landscapes along the route: the Ottawa Clay Plain, the 
Smiths Falls Limestone Plain, the Frontenac Axis extension of the rugged  
Canadian Shield and the  
Napanee Plain. It is Canada’s  
14th and Ontario’s only World  
Heritage Site. This diverse  
waterway is a delight to  
explore by canoe, kayak,  
tour and motorboat, or  
experience it by automobile,  
bicycle or on foot along the  
Rideau Trail and the Rideau  
Heritage Route.

Rideau Canal 
Waterways 

The Rideau Canal was considered a busy national highway 

until the 1950s when rapids on the St. Lawrence River were 

tamed by a series of locks and commercial traffic switched  

to the more direct route into the Great Lakes.
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The St. Lawrence River is known as  
“Le Fleuve,” the Greatest Canadian River,  
and we are fortunate to have it flowing past 
our community here in Leeds Grenville. 

Also known as the St. Lawrence Seaway, 
the river is both a trade corridor as well as 
a recreational waterway attracting millions 
of visitors to its waters and its scenic 1000 
Islands every year. There are dozens of  
shipwrecks under the river’s waves perfect  
for world-class, fresh-water scuba diving.  
The river stretches about 600 kilometres  
(370 miles) from Montreal to Lake Ontario,  
part of the interior Great Lakes. The Seaway 
enables shipping trade from the Atlantic 
Ocean to travel deep into the heart of  
North America to Lake Superior.

The St. Lawrence Seaway Management  
Corporation oversees the movement of  
marine traffic. Deep-draft ocean vessels,  
lakers, tour boats and recreational watercraft 
have been sharing this unique passageway 
since 1959. There are many viewing points 
along the river close to the shipping channel, 
including Cardinal, Johnstown, Prescott,  
Maitland, Blockhouse Island and the Brockville 
Narrows. Crossover Island, where freighters 
cross from the Canadian to American channel,  
is located in New York State close to the  
Canadian border.

St. Lawrence 
Seaway 

www.leedsgrenville.com/visit
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The St. Lawrence Seaway is considered one of the world’s 

greatest and most strategic commercial waterways with  

a top-notch safety and reliability record. The seaway was 

built through a binational partnership between Canada  

and the United States.

7where lifestyle
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There are 24 inland lakes with great diversity 
in their sizes and attributes. Charleston Lake 
is the largest with hundreds of kilometres of 
shoreline, about 100 islands and prime fishing 
locations. Located north of the 1000 Islands 
and St. Lawrence River, Charleston Lake is part 

of the Frontenac Arch with its classic rock  
formations, including the famous Indian Head. 
Visitors are amazed at the size of this lake and 
the many inlets. Charleston Lake Provincial Park 
is located on the west side of this expansive 
body of water. There are beaches, very rare 
rock shelters, and extensive trails, including 
Blue Mountain (highest point in this part of  
the region). Another favourite is Beverley Lake 
and its municipally-run campground. The 
Cataraqui, Rideau Valley and South Nation 
conservation authorities protect our natural 
heritage, resources and environment in Leeds 
Grenville. The region’s conservation areas 
include Mac Johnson Wildlife Area, Lyn Valley, 
Foley Mountain, Mill Pond, Portland Bay,  
Rideau Ferry and Marble Rock.

Explore our natural attractions

www.leedsgrenville.com/visit
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The Frontenac Arch Biosphere Reserve is a source of pride. The UNESCO 
designated it as a World Biosphere Reserve in 2002 for its global significance. 
The Frontenac Arch is a ridge of ancient granite that joins the Adirondack 
Mountains to the Canadian Shield. To many, the Canadian Shield is the 
quintessential Canadian landscape, the rugged north and a land of lakes 
and forests. The Frontenac Arch and the Canadian Shield were a massive 
range of towering mountains at one time. It took hundreds of millions of 
years for these mountains to weather down to their roots.

Five great forest regions and the eastern continent meet and intermingle 
here, giving the region Canada’s greatest diversity of plant and animal  
species over an area of approximately 2,700-square kilometres. The Arch 
connects the Canadian Shield and the Boreal forest to the forests of the  
Adirondack and Appalachian Mountains. The river valley formed a route 
from the Great Lakes forest heartland of the continent to the forests  
of the Atlantic Coast. 

Limerick Forest is a 5984-hectare (14,787 acres) community 

forest owned and managed by the United Counties of  

Leeds and Grenville. For residents and visitors alike, it  

offers 180 kilometres (112 miles) of mixed-use trails.  

The forest is comprised of approximately 27% wetland, 

30% conifer plantation and 40% mixed forest. Limerick 

has Forest Stewardship Council certification. 

9
1000 Islands 

and Rideau Canal
              Waterways



www.leedsgrenville.com/visit

10

The St. Lawrence Iroquois First Nations people lived in this 

area dating back 500 years. The area was later occupied 

by the French from the mid-1600s until well into the 1700s 

when British troops advanced and France withdrew. The 

Treaty of Paris in 1763 saw the land given to Britain,  

although it was still part of Quebec until 1785. 

The United Empire Loyalists began settling 
this area in the late 1700s. Some of the first 
settlements were in the townships of Augusta 
and Edwardsburgh.

The Old Stone Mill in Delta is a National  
Historic Site, built in 1810 and an example of 
early industrial architecture in the region. It is 
one of the oldest surviving mills in Ontario. 
The Spencerville Mill built in the early 1800s 
is the last remaining mill on the South Nation 
River. Both of these Leeds Grenville mills have 
active volunteer groups and foundations. 

Fort Wellington in Prescott was built during 
the War of 1812 as protection from a possible 
attack by the U.S.A. The Battle of the Windmill 
Site was the location of an uprising in 1838.  
The Fort and Windmill are two of a total  
15 designated National Historic Sites in  
this region. 

During what many called the Gilded Age, two 
castles were built on the river. Boldt Castle on 
Heart Island and Singer Castle on Dark Island 
were constructed just after the turn of the last 
century. The castles are accessible via boat 
tours with a passport.

The Brockville Railway Tunnel is the first of its 
kind in Canada. Built in 1860, the tunnel runs 
under the downtown area and city hall for 
527 metres (1,730 feet).

Encounter our heritage
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Museums:

• Township of Athens and Area Heritage Museum 
• Brockville Museum 
• Fulford Place Museum National Historical Site, Brockville 
• Thousand Islands Boat Museum, Gananoque 
• Arthur Child Museum, Gananoque 
• Fort Wellington National Historic Site, Prescott 
• Windmill National Historic Site, Johnstown 
• Delta Mill Museum, Old Stone Mill National Historic Site 
• Lyn Heritage Place Museum 
• Blockhouse Museum, Merrickville 
• Homewood Museum, Maitland 
• Spencerville Mill  
• Rideau District Museum,  
 Westport 
• Lockmaster’s House Museum,  
 Chaffey’s Lock 
• Mallory Coach House and  
 Heritage Gardens, Mallorytown
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We have so much to offer within our region with indoor and  
outdoor live theatre, museums, galleries and public gardens.

Live Theatre

• Brockville Arts Centre 
• Thousand Islands Playhouse, riverfront Gananoque 
• St. Lawrence Shakespeare Festival, riverfront Prescott 
• The Kemptville Players, the Youth Musical Theatre Company  
• Joshua Bates Centre, Athens

Waterfront Trail

Leeds Grenville is part of Ontario’s 1,400-kilometre Waterfront Trail. 
This region’s portion is mainly made up the 1000 Islands Recreational 
Trail, approximately 37 kilometres (23 miles) of paved, double-lane 
cycling track overlooking the 1000 Islands between Gananoque  
and Brockville. 

Garden Trail 

The 1000 Islands and Rideau Canal Garden Trail is a regional tourism 
initiative linking nine gardens throughout Leeds Grenville.  
This season-long event is a first for eastern Ontario.  
The collection of destination gardens is diverse,  
well designed and educational. 

Art Galleries

There are approximately 20 art galleries, foundries 
and other outlets where the talents of local artists 
and artisans are for sale. Semi-annual and annual  
art tours, typically from spring through to the fall,  
are held in this region.

Experience our  
cultural connection
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Farmers’ Markets

Athens Farmers’ Market:  
May to October, Saturdays, 7 a.m. 

Brockville Farmers’ Market:  
May to October, Tuesdays,  
Thursdays and Saturdays  
7 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Crosby Flea Market:  
May to September, Saturdays,  
8 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

Gananoque Farmers’ Market:  
June to October, Thursdays,  
4 - 7 p.m. 

Kemptville Kinsmen Farmers’ 
Market:  
June to October, Sundays, 12 - 4 p.m. 

Lansdowne Farmers’ Market:  
June to October, Fridays, 1 - 5 p.m. 

Mallorytown Country Market:  
Mid July to September, Sundays,  
1 - 4 p.m. 

Merrickville Farmers’ Market and  
Mid-week Market:  
June to Thanksgiving, Saturdays,  
8 a.m. - 1 p.m.  
Mid-Week Farmers’ Market  
May to October, 3 - 7 p.m.

Prescott Farmers’ Market:  
May to October, Tuesdays,  
Thursdays and Saturdays  
7 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Wendy’s Country Market:  
Year-round Wednesday to Sunday,  
151 Fortune Line Road, Lyndhurst.

Visit the Savour the Arch website to 
learn more about Local Flavours.

Indulge in  
our treasures

Food! 
Dining in the United Counties of Leeds and Grenville offers a wide  
selection of options which are sure to suit a variety of tastes.  
Restaurant locations range from family fare casual eateries to favourite 
bistros and pubs, well-established pizzerias, dockside patios, historic 
dining halls, resorts and even mansions. A full listing is on the website.



15where lifestyle
   grows good                     business

Shopping

Leeds Grenville communities offer a range of 
shopping experiences. Some offer destination 
shopping with specialty boutiques, antiques  
and artisan shops. Larger communities have a 
combination of smaller stores, big box outlets 
and malls. Some of the smaller villages and towns 
have grocery stores with LCBO outlets offering 
both liquor and beer.

Festivals and Events

Communities large and small like to celebrate 
good food, their heritage and history, cultural 
events, the harvest and the amazing natural 
diversity of Leeds Grenville. Festivals and special 
events abound throughout the region, from  
Portland’s Skate the Lake in the middle of winter to 
Ribfest in both Brockville and Kemptville during 
the summer months. Leeds Grenville is also home 
to numerous county fairs. The Delta Fair, held in 
July, is the oldest agricultural Festival in Ontario. 
The Spencerville Fair, held in September, celebrated 
160 years in 2015. We hope you enjoy your stay 
and want you to make the most of your visit.

Casino

OLG Casino Thousand Islands has 480 slots and 
22 gaming tables. It is located just off Highway 
401, Gananoque Exit #647, and is open 24 hours, 
seven days a week with the exception of Christmas 
Eve and Christmas morning.

Racing

The Brockville Ontario  
Speedway (BOS) at  
Forthton is a quarter-mile  
clay oval featuring  
Sportsman, Pro Stock  
and Modified racing  
from May to October.



www.leedsgrenville.com/visit

16

United Counties of Leeds and Grenville

16



17where lifestyle
   grows good                     business

United Counties of Leeds and Grenville

17
1000 Islands 

and Rideau Canal
              Waterways



www.leedsgrenville.com/visit

18

Leeds Grenville is a region connected by its 
citizens, communities and the internationally 
recognized landscapes of the Rideau Canal, 
the 1000 Islands and the St. Lawrence Seaway.  
Proud of our rural character, creativity and  
culture, our focus is to sustain and foster a 
healthy active lifestyle, a natural environment 
and a diverse economy, while embracing  
innovation for current and future generations. 

We’re a “World Designated Safe Community,” 
which promotes a community culture of safety 
and well-being. Local safety programs earned 
near-perfect scores in a recent Safe Communities 
Canada study. 

Living in a safe environment is further  
enhanced with access to fitness and  
recreational opportunities, child care,  
emergency and protective services. 

We have four seasons. Our warmest  
months are June to August with an average 
daily temperature of 26 degrees Celsius  
(79 Fahrenheit). A unique blend of cultural  
offerings, including live professional theatre,  
art and music festivals, is here to enjoy. 

Lifestyle in  
Leeds Grenville

18
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    My association with the 1000 Islands 
goes back to the early 60s when my 
family began spending summers here at 
a little cottage. Friendships were made on 
both sides of the border – a border that 
actually seemed to disappear as people 
visited back and forth for dinner, boating 
and fishing. It was really one community 
– the 1000 Islands – sovereign lines 
were blurred as friendships and families 
crossed naturally between the islands 
and the two mainlands. 

I knew this was where I wanted to live 
“when I grew up” and I have been very 
fortunate in being able to create a life 
here both personally and for my businesses. 
The beauty of the area is without compare 
but it is the wonderful people who live 
here that make it a home that always 
beckons from wherever you travel.

19where lifestyle
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   Our family loves to enjoy the outdoors and spend valuable time together. This  
is a place where, throughout the year, we can be active and create lasting family 
memories. In the summer we like to take the kids to Brown’s Bay for picnics or  
spend time at places like Mallorytown Landing, exploring and running around.

We like to go to Hall’s Apple Market in the fall. Hiking through the changing  
leaves at Mac Johnson Wildlife Conservation Area is another family favourite. In 
the winter we do the toboggan hills and skating, often at St. Lawrence Park. When 
spring arrives we make our way to Drummond’s Sugarbush and Pancake House 
near Roebuck and Hunter’s Maple Products near Spencerville. 

What Locals Know

Jennifer and Michael Ng Family 
Residents of Leeds Grenville, Jennifer is a teacher and Michael is a dentist

“

”

Heather Howard, Owner,  
1000 Islands Duty Free Store,  
Hill Island, Fox Run Inn By-The-River 
Retirement Residence, Gananoque

Heather Howard has launched several 
successful businesses. She recently 
earned a Lifetime Achievement Award 
for her 40-plus years as a business 
leader in the community. 

“

”
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Visitors and avid boaters Angela and  
Peter Jacobs, from the Ottawa area, have 
a seasonal campsite where they and their 
three children enjoy time together.

    We discovered the beauty of this area 
when we purchased our boat 11 years ago 
and were searching for new waterways to 
enjoy. Once we discovered the 1000 Islands, 
we never went anywhere else! There are  
so many different boating routes and  
attractions that we have yet to run out  
of adventures. 

There are many family-friendly festivals in 
the surrounding area that are so much fun, 
like the 1000 Islands Poker Run. We also 
enjoy going to Grenadier Island to enjoy 
the beach. We often visit the provincial parks 
on the various islands with our children 
to go hiking, swimming and enjoy a BBQ 
lunch. This area is truly beautiful. For us, 
there is no better place in the world to 
spend our family time. We absolutely  
love it!

“

”

Angela and Peter Jacobs Family
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What Locals Know

Kim is an avid kayaker and boater.  
She has written about many of the  
1000 Islands, from the smallest,  
Tom Thumb near Ivy Lea, to the largest, 
Wolfe near Kingston, while chronicling 
her own island hopping adventures.

    I’ve lived all over Canada but  
whenever I take a boat ride on  
the St. Lawrence or kayak around 
Brockville’s beautiful Brock Isles, I’m 
awed by this region’s breathtaking  
beauty and feel fortunate to live  
and work here. Its river communities  
are rich in heritage, business friendly  
and offer spectacular waterfront living.

I love exploring the river’s whimsical waterways: The Lone Channel near  
Georgina Island, the narrow International Rift between New York’s Wellesley  
Island and Ontario’s Hill Island, and Wanderer’s Channel in the Admiralty  
Group. I’ve met islanders from around the world here.  
People from Montreal, Toronto, and New York City  
and as far away as Texas, California and Japan  
make this region their summer refuge. 

“

”

Kim Lunman, Founder, Owner and Publisher,  
Island Life Magazine 

”

Terri Dawson, Owner,  
The Green Gecko, Lyndhurst 

   In 2005 my husband, Peter,  
and I purchased a beautiful brick 
1860-70’s era house in Lyndhurst. 
We had been living in Kingston and 
were looking for a more rural quality of life. We discovered 
Lyndhurst by chance and were excited to invest in a village 
with all of the benefits of a growing rural community.

From the start, Peter and I were captivated by the beauty of 
Lyndhurst and area. We felt that a bold shop with unique items 
would draw other people to experience that beauty first hand. 

One of the things I love most about living and working here is 
the quality of life in our natural surroundings. At the end of a 
busy day, I can take a swim in one of the lakes only minutes 
from my front door.

“
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Seamus Cowan is the second generation of  
this family business started by his parents, Mary 
and Terry Cowan, in 1988. The Cove Country 
Inn has been one of the longest running family 
businesses on the Rideau. It features live music, 
fine dining, accommodations and overnight 
docking in the waterside village of Westport.

    I love the nostalgia, beauty and pace of the 
Rideau Lakes. It has a deep soul and it’s where  
I call home. I have always played music and  
take pride in bringing people the best artists we 
possibly can. People expect good food from us 
and so we strive to impress with each dish.

With two properties overlooking the water, there  
is a relaxed atmosphere just next to nature. There 
is a character to this place that can’t be denied. 
We intend to maintain this beautiful Inn while 
embracing the future and the new traveller.

“

”

   This is the perfect spot to raise a 
family and to do business. We have 
all the amenities of a larger urban 
centre, such as a being close to airports 
and rail service. We’re also close to 
two major highways that connect us 
to three major cities in Canada and 
all while living in the most beautiful 
area. I realize this every time when 
someone from outside of this area 
tells me or my family how lucky we 
are to live here. I am proud to say  
I grew up here and run a business  
in this region.

“

”

Stuart Birnie, Owner/Operator,  
Riverside Buick GMC, Prescott

Seamus Cowan, Co-owner, Musician,  
Cove Country Inn Four Seasons Resort and Spa, 
Westport

22
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    When we first came here (from Germany) on our honeymoon in 2006 we instantly 
fell in love with the beauty of the 1000 Islands. We decided on the spot that if we 
were going to live in Canada then it would be here. Later we realized how convenient 
Leeds and Grenville is located between Toronto, Ottawa and Montreal and nearby 
Kingston. We feel very grateful to live and work here!

“
”

What Locals Know

Heidi and Konrad Linckh, Owners,  
1000 Islands Tower, Hill Island
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     I fell in love with the area 
– the open spaces, the Rideau 
River, the people. I think people 
are a lot more open and they’re 
not as rushed. The three-block 
commute to work is a huge 
bonus!

Merrickville’s blend of talented 
artists and unique family-run 
businesses, along with its  
picturesque setting on the 
Rideau Canal, make it an ideal 
destination for visitors to spend 
the day, relax and explore. Our  
location is an easy drive from 
many communities in all  
directions and we draw our 
clientele from Ottawa, Gatineau, 
Brockville, Rideau Lakes, Perth, 
Cornwall, Kemptville and many 
points in between.

It’s a great place to live, work 
and raise a family. We’re proud  
to be part of this unique  
community.

“

”

Janet Campbell grew up spending time at the family cottage in 
Leeds Grenville. She was drawn back here and has since created one 
of the most recognized, award-winning gourmet mustard operations 
in eastern Ontario. Janet has continuously expanded her business 
while creating a unique shopping destination in the Village of  
Merrickville. Her daughter, Hailey Lachance, has joined the operation, 
ensuring Mrs. McGarrigle’s is a multi-generational family business.

“
Janet Campbell, President and Founder,  
Mrs. McGarrigle’s Fine Mustard – Fine Food, Merrickville
 

    I grew up in Burritt’s Rapids, so North  
Grenville has always been home to me and  
my business. The opportunities provided 
living and working in a small and vibrant 
community have greatly influenced the  
mission and values of our company as  
we have grown over the years. 

Whether it’s our dealership in Kemptville or 
Mississauga, our core values and mission will 
always be the same: to exceed our customer’s 
expectations in every way, to give back to 
the communities in which we work and live 
and to provide our employees a workplace 
they can be proud to be part of. It has always 
been our mission as a company to share our  
success with our neighbours through job 
creation and community service.

Gerald Tallman, Chairman,  
Tallman Group, Kemptville “

”
Gerald Tallman, known for being active in his  
community, has grown the business to nine  
dealerships and six associates across Ontario.  
The company’s motto is “40 Years of Business  
Success and Community Involvement.”

www.leedsgrenville.com/visit
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The award-winning garden centre is the  
result of 25 years of collecting rare plant 
material from throughout the region.

    Rob and I chose to buy a house near 
Burritt’s Rapids over 30 years ago for 
many reasons. We wanted to live in 
nature, and the fact we found a home 
within the Rideau Canal corridor made 
it all the better. It felt like having a 
home and cottage all in one. Going 
home was like going on vacation … 
every day. 

The feeling one has crossing the canal 
bridge with all the boats and activity 
at the locks just made the cares of 
the world drift away. The history and 
heritage of the corridor, especially the 
architecture in Burritt’s Rapids and  
Merrickville, along with the growing 
artists’ enclave in the area, reinforced an 
enticing creative environment in which 
to live. Our setting in the woods, with the 
provocation of the ice storm damage 
in 1998, led to an opportunity to create 
the Ramble. Fifteen years ago we never 
would have dreamed we would be 
named the 2015 Canadian Destination 
Garden Centre of the Year. 

Dave Dunn and Rob Caron, Co-owners, 
Rideau Woodland Ramble Display  
Gardens and Centre, Burritt’s Rapids

What Locals Know

    Being in the service industry can be very taxing, but plying our trade in an 
environment of such beauty and not having to fight big city traffic takes the 
stress out of our day. Engaging in trade with local suppliers in an unhurried 
fashion is much more pleasant than doing business the way we used to in  
a larger impersonal, urban environment.

“
”

Josie Groniger and Seth O’Hara, 
Owners,  
Maplehurst Manor and Coach 
House, Maitland; The Brockberry 
Grill Catering and Suites; Good 
Line Communications, Brockville

“

”
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Our Municipalities

Township of Athens

Athens is part of the region’s heartland and famous  
for its lakes and cottage country. The vibrant village  
of Athens features wall murals in its downtown 
depicting the area’s rich history. Charleston Lake 
is known for its breathtaking beauty, privacy and 
peacefulness. Cottagers, boaters, fishing and water 
sport enthusiasts are drawn to its seemingly endless 
shorelines and its more than 100 islands. Sand Bay 
County Park overlooks the lake. The waterfront  
village of Charleston is a bustling place during  
the warmer months. 

Residents and visitors alike enjoy Cornfest, Farmersville 
Steam Fair and Craft Show, the Fireworks Festival 
and the Charleston Lake Regatta every year. The 
night-time Parade of Lights is a top event the first 
weekend in December. The community offers a 
small-town atmosphere with strong agricultural 
roots. Its cultural hub is the Joshua Bates Centre. 
Some of the community’s businesses include  
G. Tackaberry and Sons Construction Ltd, R.A.  
Howard Bus Service Ltd., McCann Building  
Services Ltd. and Willard’s Bakery Products.

P.O. Box 189, Main Street West,  
Athens, ON  K0E 1B0 
613-924-2044  www.athenstownship.ca

Township of Augusta

Augusta is one of the oldest townships in Ontario 
with roots dating back to the 1700s. Here you will 
find both historic homes and ultra-modern estates. 
Augusta communities include Algonquin, Domville, 
Maitland, Maynard, North Augusta, and Roebuck. 
Algonquin is a residential community and is home  
to the township’s library. The hamlet of Maynard 
is home to the township’s administration. It is also 
where Samuel Bass, the Canadian abolitionist featured 
in the 2013 Oscar winning film 12 Years a Slave, is 
buried. Maitland is a riverfront community known for 
its recreational facilities, ski and walking trails. 

The riverside municipality is known for having one of 
the world’s best fresh water scuba diving destinations 
with the Rothesay (Shipwreck) dive and picnic site. 
Attractions include Homewood Museum, the Blue 
Church, Point au Baril and the event Antique Wheels 
in Motion. The Township of Augusta boasts such 
large industries as the Ultramar Maitland Terminal, 
Dyno Nobel, Chemours Canada Company (formerly 
DuPont), Invista Canada and Evonik Industries. 

3560 County Road 26,  
RR #2 Prescott, ON  K0E 1T0 
613-925-4231  www.augusta.ca
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City of Brockville

“City of the 1000 Islands” is a vibrant riverside  
community and tourist destination. People from 
around the world come here to cruise the 1000 
Islands, fish, sail, camp, cycle and scuba dive. The 
historic downtown is an architectural delight with the 
iconic Court House Square, Fulford Place mansion, 
Brockville Museum and Canada’s first Railway  
Tunnel running under City Hall. The Brockville Arts 
Centre is a cultural hub, staging live theatre and  
entertainment. New to Brockville’s waterfront is  
the Aquatarium, a 27,000-square foot interactive, 
learning and discovery centre. 

A visit here isn’t complete until you’ve experienced 
Blockhouse Island and its spectacular view of the  
river where you can almost reach out and touch 
passing freighters. The Canadian Institute of Planners 
has named it one of the “Great Places in Canada”  
in the public space category. The city is home to 
many international companies such as 3M, P&G  
and Newterra Ltd.

P.O. Box 5000, 1 King Street West,  
Brockville, ON  K6V 7A5 
613-342-8772  www.brockville.com
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Township of Edwardsburgh Cardinal

Edwardsburgh Cardinal is located along the majestic 
St. Lawrence River Seaway. The communities of Cardinal, 
Johnstown and Spencerville, as well as numerous 
rural hamlets, form the backbone of this friendly 
township. Scuba divers are drawn to the S.S. Conestoga 
and Wee Hawk shipwreck sites. Historic attractions 
showing the depth of this community’s heritage 
include the Spencerville Mill, Battle of the Windmill 
National Historic Site and the Galop Canal, once 
used to bypass St. Lawrence River rapids before the 
seaway opened. At beautiful Grenville Park, visitors 
and residents camp beside the river.

Every fall the Spencerville Fair draws large numbers to 
the region. In early December, a Country Christmas 
Remembered and Starlight Parade are big attractions.  
Also popular is Drummond’s Maple Sugar Bush and 
Pancake House once spring arrives. The Prescott- 
Ogdensburg International Bridge spans the St. Lawrence 
River at Johnstown and provides easy access to the 
U.S.A. The township has the region’s only deep water 
port, the Port of Johnstown, and an industrial park 
certified by the province as investment-ready. 

P.O. Box 129, 18 Centre Street,  
Spencerville, ON  K0E 1X0 
613-658-3055  www.twpec.ca 
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Township of Elizabethtown-Kitley

They say rural meets urban in this bustling largely 
residential community. The township covers a large, 
scenic area from the shore of the St. Lawrence River to 
more rural corners on the outskirts of Smiths Falls. Five 
very unique golf courses are found here, including the 
Brockville Country Club, Sunnidell, Highland, Tincap 
and Cedar Valley golf clubs. The villages of Addison, 
Toledo, Tincap and Greenbush dot the landscape. 

Among the many attractions are Bellamy Park and 
Campground, Centennial Road Church Garden of 
Hope and Faith Walk, Gibbons Family Farm Maple 
Sugar House and Museum, Lyn Heritage Museum, 
Lyn Valley Conservation and Mac Johnson Wildlife 
Areas and the Brockville Ontario Speedway. The 
Speedway hosts Sportsman, Pro Stock and Modified 
racing. This community boasts a municipally-run  
business park and is home to the Tackaberry  
Thousand Islands Regional Airport. Burnbrae Farms 
Ltd, a producer of eggs and egg products, is a  
leader in Canadian agri-business. 

6544 New Dublin Road,  
RR #2 Addison, ON  K0E 1A0 
613-345-7480  www.elizabethtown-kitley.on.ca

Township of Front of Yonge

This township features several kilometres of scenic 
waterfront property and the famous 1000 Islands 
Parkway and bike trail. Front of Yonge is mainly 
rural with Mallorytown being its largest centre. Take 
time to visit the Mallory Coach House and Heritage 
Garden, also the site of a seasonal farmers’ market. 
Caintown, McIntosh Mills, Yonge Mills and Sherwood 
Springs are hamlets sprinkling the landscape. 

Mallorytown Landing is home to Thousand Islands 
National Park of Canada. It was the first national 
park to be named east of the Canadian Rockies. 
The park includes a visitor information centre and 
more than 20 islands that are open to the public. 
Most are equipped with docks, trails, shelters and 
camping facilities. Front of Yonge is home to seven 
unique seasonal campgrounds. The riverside Brown’s 
Bay Day Park offers a beautiful beach, picnic area 
and children’s playground. Across the parkway from 
Brown’s Bay is the Jones Creek Trail System. 

P.O. Box 130, 1514 County Road 2,  
Mallorytown, ON  K0E 1R0 
613-923-2251  www.mallorytown.ca 
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Town of Gananoque

Gananoque is the Gateway to the 1000 Islands 
where the region’s historical waterways lead to  
Athens, Smiths Falls and the Rideau Canal. While  
in Gananoque, visitors can enjoy any number of  
outdoor activities such as kayaking, fishing or  
hiking along waterfront trails. The community  
has a thriving downtown core great for shopping  
and dining. 

Tourism is a major focus for Gananoque with its  
location just off Highway 401 in the heart of the 
1000 Islands Region. The small town has stunning 
18th century historical buildings, museums, a wide 
selection of accommodations, and the famous  
Thousand Islands Playhouse where residents and 
visitors alike can take in live professional theatre.  
On the riverbank, visit the Joel Stone Waterfront Park, 
the Arthur Child Museum, the Thousand Islands Boat 
Museum and the Gananoque Municipal Marina. The 
Gananoque Boat Line attracts thousands of visitors 
from around the region and the world each year. 

P.O. Box 100, 30 King Street East,  
Gananoque, ON  K7G 2T6 
613-382-2149  www.gananoque.ca 
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Township of Leeds and the  
Thousand Islands

Landscapes of unrivalled beauty are found in this 
community. The Frontenac Arch UNESCO World 
Biosphere Reserve is here with stunning panoramic 
views from Blue Mountain. Thriving communities 
offer a perfect blend of services, boutiques, leisure 
activities and cultural arts. In Seeley’s Bay, launch 
your kayak for an idyllic paddle along the Rideau 
Canal, a UNESCO World Heritage Destination.  
Discover the oldest bridge in Ontario in Lyndhurst. 

In Lansdowne, visit the Farmers’ Market and enjoy 
antiquing. Create memories at Charleston Lake  
Provincial Park or try your luck at the OLG  
Thousand Islands Casino. Enjoy the 1000 Islands 
Parkway and its 37-kilometre bike path. The 1000  
Islands International Bridge, Hill Island and 950 islands 
are within the township’s borders. See them from  
the top of the 1000 Islands Tower, via a helicopter 
tour or skydiving if that is more your style. Rockport  
is home to the 1000 Islands Cruises Rockport Boat 
Line. Ivy Lea village and the Ivy Lea Club are  
must-see destinations.

P.O. Box 280, 1233 Prince Street,  
Lansdowne, ON  K0E 1L0 
613-659-2415  www.leeds1000islands.ca
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Village of Merrickville-Wolford

It’s called the Jewel of the Rideau. The largest centre  
of this dynamic community is Merrickville, considered 
to be one of the best preserved 19th century villages 
in Ontario. Communities in Bloom has called it  
“Canada’s Most Beautiful Village.” It has more than 
100 historic buildings designated as heritage sites. 
The Blockhouse Museum, operated by the local 
Historical Society, is a National Historic Site and 
part of the Rideau Canal, a UNESCO World Heritage 
destination. The building is owned and maintained 
by Parks Canada.

Its charming downtown core is lined with unique 
shops, artists’ studios, boutiques and restaurants. 
People view it as a destination because of its charm 
and abundance of artisan shops. There are many 
artisans working in the community. Merrickville is 
also home to many festivals. In Wolford, dairy farms 
dominate the landscape. Other communities include 
Carleys Corners, Eastons Corners, Hemlock Corners, 
Jasper, Snowdons Corners, Wolford Centre and  
Wolford Chapel.

P.O. Box 340, 317 Brock Street West,   
Merrickville, ON  K0G 1N0 
613-269-4791  www.merrickville-wolford.ca

Municipality of North Grenville

Undoubtedly the fastest growing community in 
this region, Kemptville in the Municipality of North 
Grenville offers “urban living … country style” just 
southwest of Ottawa, our Nation’s Capital. This 
vibrant community is home to Ontario’s largest 
tree nursery, the Ferguson Forestry Centre, and the 
Limerick Forest. The community boasts two ice pads 
and a theatre in its North Grenville Municipal Centre 
and a 150-kilometre trail and road system used year 
round for hiking, cycling, skiing and snowshoeing.

North Grenville is situated along the UNESCO World 
Heritage designated Rideau Canal. Other top  
attractions include the Rideau Woodland Ramble 
Display Gardens and Centre in nearby Burritt’s  
Rapids, the eQuinelle Golf Club and Rideau River 
Provincial Park. The Dandelion Festival showcasing 
art, music and culture, and Ribfest are two of many 
annual events. Shop, dine or explore Old Town 
Kemptville and visit some of its charming smaller 
communities, including Oxford Mills, Heckston,  
Oxford Station and Bishops Mills. 

P.O. Box 130, 285 County Road 44,  
Kemptville, ON  K0G 1J0 
613-258-9569  www.northgrenville.ca
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Town of Prescott

This community is warmly referred to as the “Fort 
Town” for being home to the vibrant Fort Wellington 
National Historic Site, where North America’s largest 
surviving Blockhouse overlooks the St. Lawrence River. 
The fort and re-enactment events are a must-see 
when visiting the town. The preserved wreckage of a 
British gunboat from the War of 1812 period is on 
display at the fort. The Sandra S. Lawn Harbour and 
Marina is considered a top boating destination on 
the river. 

The St. Lawrence Shakespeare Festival is a summertime 
sensation presenting lively, accessible, professional, 
theatrical productions in a beautiful outdoor  
amphitheatre overlooking the harbour. The Prescott 
Golf Club is a popular regional attraction. Look for 
historic churches, B&Bs and inns in this community 
founded more than 200 years ago. The town’s  
industrial park is home to Kriska Transportation, 
Novaflow Systems Inc. and Christie Aluminum  
Products to name a few.

P.O. Box 160, 360 Dibble Street West,  
Prescott, ON  K0E 1T0 
613-925-2812  www.prescott.ca
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Township of Rideau Lakes

This community is known for having Ontario’s oldest 
agricultural festival, the Delta Fair, dating back to 1830. 
The Old Stone Mill in Delta is a National Historic Site. 
More than 840 kilometres of scenic waterfront defines 
the Rideau Lakes experience. With 5,200 waterfront 
properties there is a special place for everyone. Stay 
and play options include historic lodges, campgrounds 
and marinas. Within the township there are five historic 
lock stations which are part of the Rideau Canal,  
a National Historic and UNESCO World Heritage  
Destination. A must-see is beautiful Jones Falls.

Hikers will be amazed by the Rock Dunder wilderness 
area and its trails. Portland is the gateway to Big 
Rideau Lake and hosts the popular Skate the Lake 
winter event. Newboro is considered a delight for 
shoppers and anglers. Local residents and visitors 
agree Chaffey’s Locks offers water access in one of 
the region’s most tranquil settings. Find the rural 
charm of its smaller villages and hamlets by visiting 
Elgin, Chantry, Crosby, Forfar, Lombardy, Morton, 
Plum Hollow and Philipsville.

1439 County Road 8,  
Delta, ON  K0E 1G0 
613-928-2251  www.twprideaulakes.on.ca
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Village of Westport

There is always something happening in Westport. 
This scenic village is called “The Heart of Rideau 
Lakes” because of its location at the west end of  
Upper Rideau Lake at the head of the navigable 
Rideau Canal system. It has a public wharf on  
a man-made island with dock space for up to  
30 vessels. The harbour also has a picnic area.  
Anglers can try their luck on Upper Rideau Lake, 
Westport Lake, Sand Lake or several other smaller 
bodies of water. This is a vacation paradise for  
boaters, hikers and outdoor enthusiasts.

Westport is known for its scenic downtown core  
and its many shopping opportunities. You’ll find  
a variety of shops displaying crafts, arts, jewelry,  
furnishing and much more. See the Rideau District 
Museum and join in the annual and bustling art  
and music festivals. For a spectacular view of the 
Westport basin hike up to Spy Rock on Foley  
Mountain Conservation Area.

P.O. Box 68, 30 Bedford Street,  
Westport, ON  K0G 1X0 
613-273-2191  www.village.westport.on.ca

Visitor Services 
When planning a visit to Leeds Grenville region for 
you or your group please visit our website or give 
us a call. Community Visitor Centres are located 
throughout the region to provide you with local 
insider information. 
www.leedsgrenville.com/visit  

Businesses  
Starting a new business venture or wanting to  
relocate a current business, we have the resources 
available to provide you with information on land 
and buildings, funding opportunities and regional 
business networks. Community profiles of the region’s 
13 municipalities are available in 18 languages. 
www.leedsgrenville.com/invest

Relocation 
Looking for a fresh start or returning home,  
information is available on schools, community 
programs and housing along with the many  
quality of life elements. 
www.leedsgrenville.com/live 

Leeds Grenville Economic Development Office 
32 Wall Street, Suite 300 
Brockville, ON  K6V 4R9 
Local:  613-342-3840 ext. 5362 
North America toll free:  1-800-770-2170 
International:  00+1+613+342+3840

The United Counties of Leeds and Grenville has made every effort to  
ensure accurate information at time of print – April 2015. To ensure  
further accuracy please contact the Economic Development Office as  
information changes quickly; therefore the Counties accepts no liability  
or responsibility for any damages as a result of inaccurate information.

We invite you to 
contact us
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This region’s cost of living is low compared to nearby major urban centres  
yet we have all the amenities. The region boasts lower housing prices  
with the average price of a three-bedroom detached bungalow selling for 
approximately $242,000 according to the Rideau-St. Lawrence Real Estate 
Board. Housing options are numerous and rental costs are also lower than 
larger cities. Real estate firms are ready to help you find the best home for 
you and your family.

The local economy is diverse. Top jobs are in manufacturing, retail trade, 
health care, accommodations and food service, education services, public 
administration and support, wholesale trade, transportation and warehousing, 
construction, arts, entertainment and recreation.

There is access to quality education, including English and French elementary, 
secondary and post-secondary schools, two institutions for international 
students, St. Lawrence College, Brockville Campus, TR Leger School of Adult 
and Continuing Education, the Kemptville Centre for Rural Advancement, as 
well as Christian and Montessori facilities. Additional colleges and universities 
are within an hour’s drive.

Brockville General Hospital and Kemptville District Hospital are located in our 
region. The Perth and Smiths Falls District Hospital is on our northern border. 
There are numerous family health care and specialized clinics and long-term 
care facilities.

Relocation:  
We’re affordable 
and accessible

A growing relocation trend is to settle in affordable, satellite 

communities around major centres (Source: Moneysense  

Magazine, Canada’s Best Places to Live 2014: Time to think 

Small). We offer those communities but without the higher 

costs you expect in larger urban centres.



leedsgrenville.com

eNews: leedsgrenville.com/eNews

Youtube: leedsgrenville.com/videos or YouTube.com/leedsgrenville 

LinkedIn: LinkedIn.com/company/united-counties-of-leeds-grenville

Twitter: @LG_EconDev

Township of Athens
www.athenstownship.ca

Township of Augusta
www.augusta.ca

City of Brockville
www.brockville.com

Township of Edwardsburgh Cardinal
www.twpec.ca

Township of Elizabethtown-Kitley 
www.elizabethtown-kitley.on.ca

Township of Front of Yonge
www.mallorytown.ca

Town of Gananoque
www.gananoque.ca

Township of Leeds and the Thousand Islands
www.leeds1000islands.ca

Merrickville-Wolford
www.merrickville-wolford.ca

Municipality of North Grenville
www.northgrenville.ca

Town of Prescott
www.prescott.ca

Township of Rideau Lakes
www.twprideaulakes.on.ca

Village of Westport
www.village.westport.on.ca

United Counties of Leeds and Grenville 
Economic Development Office 

32 Wall Street, Suite 300
Brockville, Ontario, Canada  K6V 4R9
613-342-3840 ext. 5362
North America toll free:  1-800-770-2170
International:  00+1+613+342+3840
Email:  econdev@uclg.on.ca
www.leedsgrenville.com/visit 
www.1000islandsandrideaucanal.com


